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— Step Three: Focus on Communities

Water quality in the Big Sioux is not just a rural issue.
Urban areas have a part to play as well.

For example, the city of Sioux Falls is currently addressing

erosion and runoff issues through bank stabilization projects

along the Big Sioux River and Skunk Creek. They’re getting
back to nature, too — with efforts to protect the river by
extending conservation easements within the city limits.
These easements will help re-establish the natural grasses
and banks within the city limits.

Additionally, Sioux Falls is in the process of fixing storm
sewer problems. This should further reduce erosion and
runoff into the Big Sioux.

Similar efforts are being explored in other communities along
the river.

— Step Four: Work Together

You can be assured the Big Sioux River will continue to be
monitored by water quality experts. Routine sampling and
testing will help us keep an eye on what’s happening in the
river, good and bad. Here’s what you can do:

« Stay up-to-date on water quality issues where you live,
work and play. Let community leaders know you care about
the river. Because whatever happens to the Big Sioux in the
northern part of the state, good or bad, flows south to
affect everyone.

« If you farm in the area, use minimum till practices. Avoid
plowing fields all the way to the edge of the water, and put
up fences to keep cattle away from the banks and streams.
Contact your local extension office for more ideas.

* If you have a stream, river or lake on your property, maintain
the natural shoreline as much as possible. Grass all the way
to the edge of the water may look nice, but natural vegetation
and rocky edges are essential to stopping harmful pollutants
and eroded soil. Local landscapers and extension offices are
good resources for reintroducing natural vegetation.

« If you own livestock, it's important to keep your animals
away from the natural grassy barriers between your farm and
the river. A good rule of thumb is to set your fences at least
50 to 100 feet from the water’s edge.

Together, we can keep the Big Sioux River a beautiful, healthy
place for generations to come.
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For more information please contact the
East Dakota Water Development District in Brookings
at 605-688-6741.

fipour Us:

The East Dakota Water Development District promotes
and supports the sound management and conservation
of all water resources. As a political subdivision of the
state of South Dakota, it includes all or parts of
11 counties in eastern South Dakota in the
Big Sioux River basin.
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